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Fostering a community of mothers through”childcare in open spaces”in condominium complexes

Objective: This study aims to clarify how mothers in condominium complexes foster communities

through “childcare in open spaces.”

Design and Method: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with six mothers who performed

“childcare in open spaces.”

The interview data were quantitatively and descriptively analyzed. This study

was approved by the Ethics Committee of the affiliated institution.

Results: Through performing “childcare in open spaces,”

17

the mothers fostered communities based on
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99 ¢

the following step-by step process: “knowing each other,” “new relationships with hitherto strangers,”

29 ¢¢

“formation of new communities,” “signs of expanding communities,” “beginning to build relationships

for the future,” “formation of long-lasting relationships,” and “completion of supportive relationships.”

LT3

In addition, the step-by step process was promoted by the mothers’ “childcare needs” and “realization of
the growth of the children.”

Conclusion: Mothers who used “childcare in open spaces” changed the frequency and quality of their
interactions. They were empowered by various promoting factors, developed mutual relationships, and

fostered communities.

Keywords; condominium complexes, childcare in open spaces, fostering a community, process,

empowerment
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